BRISTLY  SCIRPUS, Scirpus setaceus JL___

392. Bristly Scirpus, Scirpus setaceus L. (X j); one of the
very smallest sedges growing in sandy or gravelly soil on the
margins of ponds; plants forming dense tufts with matted roots;

leaves very short and
subulate, purplish at tl^
base; flowering stemsuf?
to about 6 in. high, like
fine wire, closely ribbed,
smooth, bearing at the
top 1-3 sessile spikelete
(A, X 4), subtended by
the sh'ortly produced
subulate bract-leaf;
spikclets ovoid, about
J in. long; bracts (B,
X 6) ovate, streaked with
brown and with a green
midrib; flowers (C, X 8)
bisexual; nohypogynous
bristles; stamens 3,
anthers comparatively
short; ovary smootflj
with a slender 3-armed
style; nut(D, X 12) very
small, broadly obovoify
marked with several
longitudinal brown ribs
(family Cyperaceae).

Easily distinguished by
its diminutive size, and
differing from the rather
similar S. riparlus % the
nut marked with longi-
tudinal ribs, a feature
only observable through
a fairly strong lens,
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